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1. In a computer network comprising a server systej 
and a client system, a client-controlled method for formatting a 
document for presentation on an output device coupled to th^/client 
system comprising the steps of: 

receiving the document and a layout genjeirator from 
the server, the layout generator operative for selecting on^/of a plurality 
of style sheets based uppn a capability of the output device 

receiving the selected style sheet from the server; and 



for 



15 output device using ths selected style sheet. 



2. T 
comprising the step 
output device to det< 
selecting one of the st 



lattihg the document for presentation on the 



client-controlled method of Claim 1, further 
of using \he layout /generator to interrogate the 
rmine the capability of the output device prior to 
le sheets. 



3. The 
layout generator is^m 

4. The[ 
layout generator is 



externa 



The 



client-contained method of Claim 1, wherein the 
e document. 

clien^ontnolled method of Claim 1, wherein the 
o the document. 
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5lient-contralled method of Claim 1, wherein the 
output device is a di^lay device and the capability of the output device is 
resolution. 
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6/ The client-controlled method of Claim 1, wherein the 
selected sty^e sheet comprises a style definition which defines a format 
value for/a format property, and wherein the format value is supported 
by the capability of the output device. 



7. The client-controlled method of Claim 6, wherein the 
lat property is a text property. ^ 
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8. The client-controlled method of Clanp^6fwherein the 
format property is a fontlproperw. 



9. The cli 
format property is a c 

10. The cli 
lat property is a page 



^nt^fflfolled method of Claim 6, wherein the 
f y. 

snt-cont rolled method of Claim 6, wherein the 
property. 



Q 



: ft 
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11. In a computer network comprising a server systei 
and a client system, a server-controlled method for generating a style 
sheet used by the client system to format a document for presentation on 
an output device attached to the client system comprising the steps^of : 

retrieving the document and a layout generajior; and 
using the layout generator to perform the steps of: 

interrogating the output device coupled to the 
client system to determine a set of capabilities of the outmft device; 

based upon the set of capabilities of the output 
device, generating a stylesheet having a pluralityyof style definitions; 
and 

sending the style she^and the document to the 

client system. 

12. The server-c^ntrolled^method of Claim 11, wherein 
the output device is a\ display dewce aira the set of capabilities comprises 
resolution and supported colors of the display device. 



13. Th 
each of the style deft 
and wherein the step 
style definitions comp 



server-ccmtrolled method of Claim 11, wherein 
tions^feigiffi-a format value to a format property, 
>f generating a style sheet having a plurality of 
sqs generating a plurality of style definitions with 



format values supporteji^by the set of capabilities of the output device. 

14. y/The {server-controlled method of Claim 11, wherein 
the layout generator is embedded in the document. 

.5. The server-controlled method of Claim 11, wherein 
the layout/generator is external to the document. 



16. The server-controlled method of Claim 11, wherein 
the afyle sheet is embedded in the document. 



/ 17. The server-controlled method of Claim 11, wherein 

the style sheet is external to the document. 
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18. A computer-readable medium having compute 
executable instructions for formatting a document for an output device 
comprising: 

a document component comprising document oOntent; 

a plurality of style sheet components, each style sheet 
component defining format values for a plurality of format properties; 

a layout generator component for determining a 
capability of the output device and for selecting one of the style sheet 
components as a selected style sheet component based ppon the capability 
of the output device; and 

a presentation component /for formatting the 
document content for the output device usingyme selected style sheet 
component. 



19. The 
the document compo 



compiiter-readable/fnedium of Claim 18, wherein 
t is a gqieralize^r markup language document. 



20. Thd bomputer-Wdable medium of Claim 18, wherein 
one of the format properties is a yfceptt property. 



21. The 
one of the style sheet \ 
property by defininglT 



)mi^ater-rekdable medium of Claim 20, wherein 
iponenta defines a format value for a text 
^aluejor letter spacing. 



22. TKe cbtaiputer-reackble medium of Claim 18, wherein 
one of the format/propenti es is a font property. 

The cdiiputer-readdble medium of Claim 22, wherein 
one of they^tyle sheet components defines a format value for a font 
property j^y defining a format value for font size. 



24. The computer-readable medium of Claim 18, wherein 
one^of the format properties is a color property. 



' 25. The computer-readable medium of Claim 24, wherein 

one of the style sheet components defines a format value for a color 
property by defining a format value for background color. 
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26. The co 
one of the format propertie 



27. The 
one of the style sh^j 
property bydeftfnng a 



)uter-readable medium of Clairn^ 
is a page property. 



lerein 



con}p>u; 

jnenfs 
fornSLat value 



dable medium of Claim 26, wherein 
defines a format value for a page 
for page margins. 




aw 



* 
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28. A computer-readable medium having compute 
executable instructions for formatting a document for an output device 
comprising: 

a document component comprising document ^ontent; 

a layout generator component for interrogating the 
output device to determine a capability of the output device and for 
generating a style sheet component based upon the capability of the 
output device; and 

a presentation component fof formatting the 
document content for the output device using the sjfcyle sheet component. 



29. The Aomputer-yeadableinedium of Claim 28, wherein 
the layout generator generates a\style ixieet component by selecting a 
style definition which d&fines a format value for a format property, the 
format value supported by the capaWlity of the output device. 



30. The coinptffer-red&able medium of Claim 29, wherein 
the format property is fleeted fqom one of the following format 
properties: 

a font proffertj^; 

a color ^md bs ckground property; 
a texyproperty; and 
a pstg e property. 



>1." The computer-readable medium of Claim 29, wherein 
the output device is a display device, the format property is a font 
proper^, and the capability of the output device is high resolution, and 
wherein the layout generator generates a style sheet component by 
generating a style definition which defines a font value for a high 
resolution display device. 
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32. The computer-readable medium of Claim 29, wherein 
the output device is a /display device, the format property is a te; 
property, and the capability of the output device is a resolution/and 
wherein the layout gene rator generates a style sheet component 

if the resolution \s within a first predetermin^resolution 
range, then generatingla style sheet definition which dearies a text value 
for a high resolution display device; 

ujtion is within a second Redetermined resolution 
style definition whicja^efines a text value for a 
y devicei and 



if the reso 
range, then generating la 
medium resolution disp I 

if the reso 
range, then generating a 
medium resolution dispjajy devj 



ijtion is within/a third predetermined resolution 
style def nifion which defines a text value for a 



33. The 
the layout generatcjF'emU 
component. 



eds the s 



mputer-ieadable medium of Claim 28, wherein 



yle sheet component in the document 



the 



34. The computer-readable medium of Claim 28, wherein 
fie sheet component is external to the document component. 



